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Editorial

Dear Brethren and Sisters and Friends, Greetings in the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

We are sorry to hear that our Sister Muriel Stormont is poorly. We understand she had a bad fall
some months ago and has since become worse and is unable to do much for herself. We are also sorry
to hear that our Sister Ruth Woodhouse is at present in hospital after suffering a mild heart attack about
two weeks ago. I am sure you all wish me to pass on your Love and Best Wishes to both our Sisters
and we pray that God will bless them in their time of need.

This issue of the C.L. sees the final instalment of Brother Turney’s book “The Two Sons of God”
consisting of “An Outline of the Ancient Gospel” and here I wish to say how helpful and encouraging
it has been seeing a sincere and God-fearing man gaining in knowledge and understanding. He went
on to investigate far beyond those who would teach him and who would not, in turn, be taught,
refusing discussion of the infallible proofs he put forward from the Scriptures in contending for the
faith once delivered to the saints, showing Jesus did not die for Himself, that Adam’s flesh was not
changed, and that the elect are raised immortal; things hidden from those who were content with what
they saw. We should all approach the Scriptures with a receptive mind and continually learn from
them. “It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is to search out a matter.”
Proverbs 25:2.

Our next issue will include the article on “Mortal and Immortal” by A & L Wilson, referred to in
the “Chat Section.” Readers are invited to write in and say what articles or subjects they would like to
see in subsequent issues.

The past year has seen great political upheavals continuing throughout the world, which, indeed,
seem to be increasing in pace and severity, but what of the peace talks now taking place? Sister Evelyn
Linggood writes: “We are avidly following the course of the Middle East Peace Conference as we
think it is both historic and prophetic and could lead on to the ‘Peace and Safety cry’ which is to
precede the Gogian war according to Ezekiel 38, and although there doesn’t seem much hope of a
peace settlement yet we know that God is able to move men to act contrary to expectations in order to
fulfil His purpose.” And so we look beyond the present troubles to the coming of our Lord from
heaven, to when these “former things are passed away” and “God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes.” Isaiah 25:8, Revelation 7:17, 21:4. “Let the heavens be glad: and let men say among the
nations. The Lord reigneth.” 1 Chronicles 16:31.

With Sincere Love to all, in the Master’s service, Russell Gregory




Jesus said... No. 19.

“I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no more
that they can do. But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed hath
power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, fear him.” Luke 12:4&S5.

Jesus was here talking to His friends, those of whom He says “Ye are my friends if ye do
whatsoever I command you.” He warns of the danger of falling away, for once having entered in by
the straight gate it is necessary to follow the narrow path which leads to life; the narrow path of
obedience and truth in the light of knowledge and repentance; the path of diligence and humility; the
way, which, because of hope and forgiveness of sins, brings rejoicing and peace with our heavenly
Father. With this hope and expectation we believe we will be raised immortal, or changed in the
twinkling of an eye.

Our hope is seen in an understanding of the various states or types of death as shown in the
following analysis:-

1. Adam sinned but his sin was covered and he was placed under another covenant. If he
remained faithful to the new covenant, he now sleeps in death to be raised immortal.

2. All of Adamic descent not under covenant to God die a natural death with no resurrection.
3. Jesus Christ died in Adam’s stead and suffered judicial death and was raised immortal.

4. All who have entered into the new covenant relationship with God have died the symbolic
death in baptism and are no longer in Adam but are now in Christ.

5. All who have died faithful to that covenant are now asleep in death to be raised immortal.

6. Any who despise the covenant relationship, who fall away and lose faith suffer the second
death which is judicial - for these there is no eternal life.

It is essential to understand the Covenant of Redemption; the need to come “out of Adam” and
“into Christ.” Once, we were “in Adam” and without hope (2 above) and to become friends of Jesus
Christ were baptised, dying in symbol (4 above) and rising to newness of life in covenant relationship
with Him, so that, at the end of our natural life we fall asleep in Him, certain of the resurrection to
eternal life (5 above). (Though, of course, “we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed...” 1
Corinthians 15:51).

The warning of Jesus to His friends is to fear God and give glory to Him. “Therefore we ought to
give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip.
For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a
just recompense of reward; how shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation.” Hebrews 2:1-3. “O
death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength of
sin is the law. But thanks be to God which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, always abounding in the work of the Lord, for as
much as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” 1 Corinthians 15:55-58.




“CHAT SECTION” Compiled by Brother Harold Dawson

We have two comprehensive replies to the letter from Mr Anthony Cox which appeared in the
last issue of the Circular Letter, the first is extracts from Brother Phil Parry’s letter:-

“In regard to what Mr Cox has to say concerning Strickler and Bell, I am not fully aware of everything
they advanced as their beliefs and teaching, but I think, however, that both Strickler and Bell were of the
same view as the Nazarenes in regard to the flesh being unchanged from the time of Adam’s creation.
However, both may have put forward theories we do not subscribe to on other subjects. I do not consider
this of any great importance, for we do not profess to follow the teachings of men, but those of the Spirit in
Christ, though we can benefit from certain things expressed by men who have advanced further than
ourselves in development of the Spiritual mind of Jesus Christ and in understanding... It has occurred to me
that A.D.Strickler or Bell (or perhaps both) believed that the death of Jesus was a mere martyrdom, and this
we do not accept on Scripture authority and the words of Jesus Himself, “The Son of man came not to be
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.

The point Mr Cox makes about the Devil and Satan is not exactly true, when he says the Nazarenes
seem to accept uncritically the Christadelphian concept of Satan. We may accept that the word means
“Adversary” and that in the scriptural sense this applies to opposition to the will of God in most cases, but
as in the case of Balaam even the Angel of God was Satan or an adversary to him, so also was Peter when
Jesus rebuked him. But when it comes down to the Christadelphian theory of the Devil being an element of
sin physically implanted in human flesh it is here we part company with such error, and denounce their
quoting of Hebrews 2:14 to involve Jesus who said, “The Prince of this world cometh and hath nothing in
me.” Did not the Jewish leaders accuse Jesus of casting out devils by Beelzebub the Prince of Devils?
Surely this only confirms their indoctrination of the mythical traditions received from their fathers who had
engaged in the doctrine of devils and its incorporated worship of idols. In view of this we can accept what
Mr Cox says about Palestinian Judaism at the time of Christ believing in Satan and demons as real
(ontological) spirit personalities, but the fact that the Gospel records state Jesus cast out devils and evil
spirits, does not mean that they existed in the way the Pharisees portrayed them, or that Jesus accepted their
tradition. He did not oppose, neither did He attempt to explain where they were in error on this subject, but
rather He used it to advantage in declaring the works of God as Power higher than any other they could
attempt to conjure up in opposition. This has been in evidence all through the Old Testament history. I
have never read Harry Whittaker’s views in his “Studies in the Gospels” to which Mr Cox refers, i.e. “That
Satan and Demons are non-apostate angels of God, commissioned to mediate God’s wrath and disciplinary
treatment out into the world of men.” Of course, in contrast with this description (non-apostate angel of
God), the Jehovah’s Witnesses concept is completely opposite, but as far as I am concerned at present I
cannot accept either view.”

Brother Phil Parry.

The second is from Brother Russell Gregory:-

In reply to the letter from Mr Anthony Cox which appeared in the last Circular Letter I wish to make
the following comments.

Firstly, Mr Cox makes “a slight criticism” of the Circular Letter for reproducing the contents of
Nazarene Fellowship books and booklets.

The Circular Letter is designed to become a ‘Reference Library’ and at the end of each year an index
of titles is given for easy reference. For anyone who wishes, many past issues are available. I would also
point out that not all readers of the Circular Letters have all the Nazarene Fellowship literature and by
reproducing it here our readers have the opportunity to read much of what has been circulated over the
years.

Mr Cox next refers to the ‘Concept of Satan and the Deyvil.’



In reply I would say it is important to make the distinction between the two. The word ‘satan’
simply means ‘adversary’ and does not necessitate either good or bad; right or wrong. God is adversary to
every false way, that is, He opposes what is wrong. Here He is satan. Right opposes wrong and wrong
opposes right; they are adversaries, or opponents, or satan one to the other. (Wrong will often oppose
wrong but right never opposes right but supports it). An example of the point I am making is found in
Numbers 22:32 where the angel “went out to withstand” Balaam. The word here translated “withstand” is
“satan” and is so translated in Psalm 109 verse 6 (“Set thou a wicked man over him: and let Satan stand at
his right hand”). Also in this Psalm the same word is translated “adversary” in verse 4 (“For my love they
are my adversaries”), verse 20 (‘“Let this be the reward of mine adversaries from the LORD”) and verse 29
(“Let mine adversaries be clothed with shame”).

The ‘Devil,” however, is a personification of wrongful thoughts and actions. It is man’s will when
opposed to God’s will.

In this sense it is also ‘satan’ but as it is a personification there is no supernatural being promoting evil
in the world. Man’s will when opposed to God’s will is quite bad enough to account for all that is wrong in
the world and we don’t need to look for any other source or excuse for all the atrocities perpetrated by
mankind. Human nature, in opposing Gods goodness, righteousness, grace, mercy and love can be wicked
enough of itself and there is nothing supernatural about it.

To suppose there is a supernatural being called ‘Satan’ or the ‘Devil’ leads people to delve into
fanciful ideas quite incompatible with the plain teachings of Scripture. James exhorted to “resist the devil
and he will flee from you,” (James 4:7) which is a very practical way of dealing with temptation. Again,
James says “man is tempted when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath
conceived it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.” (James 1:13 - 15). Itis
necessary to have free will, for this gives us opportunity of choice; we choose to do right and follow God’s
will, or we choose to do wrong and oppose God’s will. It is as simple as that. And there is no other way to
build character.

Mr Cox also wrote ‘“Satan, as manifested by the Political Sin-power (on a classical
Christadelphian understanding) triumphed over him (Paul), just as surely as it did Peter and the Lord Jesus
Himself, i.e. all three ended up as executed state criminals.”

But this is not true. All three had free will; they all chose to serve God knowing this way would lead
to their being put to death, and in so doing they conquered ‘Sin-power;” by refusing to yield to it and it was
their triumph, their victory, not the triumph of ‘Sin-power.” When Jesus said “Get thee behind me, satan,”
He was overcoming the temptation to not go to His death on the Cross, thereby showing His victory over
‘Satan,” not ‘Satan’s victory over Him.

His next point, “Surely natural death was a corollary to the Fall, in so much as Adam was denied
access to the Tree of Life, which, in all probability, had perpetuated his existence hitherto.”

Here I would mention there are some who believe that to have eaten of the Tree of Life would have
given Adam eternal life as implied by Genesis 3:22, “lest he put forth his hand... and eat and live for ever.”
However, Adam certainly had no need to eat of the Tree of Life to sustain his natural life for God had made
ample provision in natural harvests, and this sustained him for 930 years. Again, had Adam remained
obedient to God’s command would not God have rewarded him with eternal life after a certain period of
probation? Did not obedience lead to eternal life, as with the second Adam, Jesus Christ? Was the Tree of
Life, therefore, a figure of speech symbolic of obedience? To suppose we have all the answers when we
have not enough information to reason with is not helpful. We now see Jesus Christ as our ‘Tree of Life’ of
whom we partake in symbol and whose example we endeavour to follow in practice, and this leads on to
eternal life through faith in His obedience.

Mr Cox writes, “Surely, if insufficient care is taken, the Nazarene Fellowship can end up being
unjustifiably dogmatic in its own directions as is Christadelphianism.”



To which I agree, but we endeavour to take sufficient care to see this doesn’t happen. Reasoning has
to be done carefully and prayerfully. Whenever we express opinions we hope it is clear to all our readers
that these are opinions and nothing more. We have never closed our minds, and we are always happy to
reason from the Scriptures, for herein is our Hope of life forever more. Dogmatism is a most undesirable
trait. Let me again quote from the writings of our late Brother Ernest Brady, “The Nazarene Fellowship has
no constitution, creed or Statement of Faith outside the pages of the Bible. It has reached its present
understanding by reading and discussion of Scripture and study of any and every variety of opinion, past
and present. If or when anyone feels that he can show that any point is in conflict with reason or revelation,
we are glad to discuss it, for if we are wrong our chief aim is to get it right, but we do not attach much value
to tradition.” If we follow this course are we going to be “unjustifiably dogmatic”? I think not.

The final point I wish to comment on is Mr Cox’s observation, “In order to prevent unnecessary
insularity, don’t you think the Nazarene Fellowship should pursue an understanding of the Strickler and
Bell variants of the Clean Flesh heresies?”

The little I know of the Strickler and Bell “variants” gives me no desire to pursue their understanding
any further unless, perhaps, to convince their followers of the “better way.” A simple understanding of the
Gospel message does not need or require the introduction of additional philosophies and variants. If this
means being insular then so be it, it is not unnecessary. It is for each one of us to “seek first the Kingdom
of God and His righteousness,” “exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day
approaching.” (Hebrews 10:25).

Brother Russell Gregory.

Brother Phil Parry also follows on the subject of Mortal and Immortal:-

Regarding the terms MORTAL and IMMORTAL I would suggest a reading under the heading of one
of our booklets on “The Clean Flesh Controversy” pages 15 - 18, by A and L Wilson. (This will be
reproduced in our next Circular Letter — Ed.). I find it very enlightening especially in contrast with the
view held by Dr Thomas that the person who has disintegrated into dust must be formed again from the
dust into a body which stands again mortal and corruptible before it can be in a position to put on
incorruption and put on immortality. Dr Thomas could not see what A. Wilson was demonstrating in the
meaning of the ‘Putting On’ for example, “Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the
flesh.” What a lot we read in Paul’s Epistles in regard to “Putting On” the Spiritual things that gain the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! Look them up at your leisure, you will see how they harmonise with
Paul’s own conclusion - to my way of reading 1 Corinthians 15, i.e. that if the person concerned is to be
raised in accordance with the resurrection of Christ, he must beforehand have put on incorruption and
immortality in the legal and moral sense.

How else can we have “passed from death to life,” as Jesus declared? (John 5:24). In case some may
think it means prospective and post-resurrectional, the words of Jesus in John 6:39, 40 show it to be a
present position in the believer who is legally and morally justified by faith, and of the person in such a
position asleep in Jesus yet alive unto God; Jesus confirms that position in the words, “I will raise him up at
the last day.” There is more in John 5 and 6 than meets the eye to the superficial reader, and I can well
understand Paul’s statement in reference to the Law of Moses being just and holy yet in the letter of its
practice (without faith in Christ) the “ministration of death.” “The sting of death is sin, and the strength of
sin is the law. But thanks be to God which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ,” (John
6:37). “Death is swallowed up in victory.” But Isaiah 25:7,8 speaks of God Himself swallowing up
everything related to death, moral and physical, when Jesus has delivered up the Kingdom to God even the
Father and God will be all in all. (1 Corinthians 15:28).

A thought and question in conclusion. In 1 Corinthians 15:50, why does not Paul say, “Neither doth
mortality inherit immortality” if they are interchangeable terms with corruption and incorruption, which is
what he says? He uses these terms in respect of inheritance of the Kingdom of God which is everlasting.
The Apostle says, “Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth.” Jesus said that which



cometh of an evil man corrupts and defiles him. Another Apostle speaks of the believers “having been
begotten unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance
incorruptible, and undefiled., and fadeth not away, reserved in heaven (not actually in heaven) for you, who
are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time...being born
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever,”
(1 Peter 1:3,4,5,& 23). May we all allow the Spirit of Jesus Christ to lead and guide us into all Truth.

Our Love to all the Brethren and Sisters in Christ Jesus, and may the Lord direct our hearts into the
patient waiting for Christ,

Brother and Sister Phil and Rene Parry.

In a further letter from Brother Leo Dreifuss he writes:

I can say I have got “sorted out” on those earlier questions on the Wedding Garment and Immortality.
Sister Evelyn’s view in the last Circular Letter is the most obvious.

Now I have another question, concerning Ezekiel 39:9,10 where we read of the burning of the
weapons after the invasion of the Gogian host. We read that they will burn their weapons for seven years,
requiring no fuel all this time. But where is the fuel coming from, seeing that all present day weapons are
practically all made of metal? This question has exercised my mind for some time. I tried to explain it to
myself by supposing that in a preceding world war all oil based fuel had been exhausted, so the world
reverted back to the horse and cart, using wooden tools and instruments of war. But this explanation is not
at all satisfactory. Some say the invasion described in Ezekiel 38 happens at the end of the thousand years,
but reading the end of the 39th chapter carefully, one can but conclude that Gog’s invasion and subsequent
destruction can only refer to the end of this present age. So your comments and opinions are invited,
please.

Brother Leo Dreifuss.

Thank you all for your letters. Please keep writing. Sincerely your Brother in the Hope of Life
Eternal, Brother Harold Dawson.

HOW MANY DEATHS ARE THERE?

The writer believes there are five deaths mentioned in Scripture. I will endeavour to list them as
follows:

DEATH NO. 1

Legal death, or death by law. L.e. Judicial or inflicted death: the death which came by Adam’s sin but
which was remitted in the mercy and foreknowledge of God. Jesus submitting to it willingly in his stead -
the typical lamb from which came the covering, foreshadowing this event: Acts 2:22-24. “The Lamb of
God slain from the foundation of the world.” Revelation 13:8.

Adam’s sin brought this sentence of death and not only so but all in his loins were sold under The Sin
and came under the Law of sin and death, i.e. they were constituted sinners in him. By Adam’s offence
therefore, many became dead under the Law, dead in trespasses and sins, having no hope and without God
in the world. It is enlightenment which makes a man responsible and aware of his predicament into which
Adam has sold him, but God’s merciful provision is there “waiting at the door.” In this wonderful way God
has concluded all under sin by the offence of Adam so that by the one righteous act of Jesus Christ He
could have mercy on all. In effect, then, we were all members of the ‘‘‘body” of Adam. All do not know



this, but those who do become responsible, and can, by faith in the symbol of baptism, be crucified and
buried with Christ and rise to newness of life in Him, in His body. Romans 5 and 6 explain this as simply
as it can be explained providing one realizes that Paul is not speaking of the natural death which is common
to all men and all creation. It is Law which governs a man’s relationship and position; men are not
considered sinners by physical descent, but constituted sinners by Law. Sin is not in the flesh and blood but
is transgression of God’s Law. If this were not so how can we be made free from sin and still walk in flesh
and blood nature? Sinful flesh mongers do not, and cannot understand Romans chapter 6, but those who
understand Paul’s letter, chapters 5,6,7, & 8 in this light will appreciate that there is “Therefore now no
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.” Romans 8:1,2

DEATH NO. 2

These are dead while they live; dead in trespasses and sins as a result of being sold under sin by Adam
and remaining in ignorance of the redemption which is through Christ Jesus unto eternal life. There is
much proof of this in the words of Jesus such as: “Let the dead bury their dead,” Matthew 8:22. “Your
fathers did eat manna in the wilderness and are dead. This is the bread which cometh down from heaven,
that a man may eat thereof, and not die.” John 6:49,50. Jesus was not referring to Abraham as being the
father of those whom He addressed, for Abraham was not dead in the sense as He considered their fathers
to be: “God is not the God of the dead but of the living” for all the faithful live unto Him, having passed
from death (that is, the -first death which came by Adam - not natural death) unto life, John-5:24; the death
from which we are quickened or raised to life through the waters of baptism.

There is ample proof in the record of John’s gospel that everlasting life is conferred on the faithful
followers of Christ through His grace; though of course it is not a change of corruptible substance to
incorruptible, but it is a legal status the physical status to be observed at the coming of Christ when those
whose life (everlasting life) is hid with Christ in God shall be raised incorruptible, or changed, as the case
may be. “This is the first resurrection; on such the second death hath no power.” Natural death, as we are
always at pains to point out, has nothing at all to do with Genesis 2:17, neither is Genesis 3:19 a
confirmation of Genesis 2:17. Genesis 3:19 was a result of not being changed to incorruptibility by
continuing in obedience to God. Inflicted death “in the day thou eatest thereof” was the sentence. God was
not a deceiver; He did not expect Adam to know a day was a thousand years and a thousand years as one
day with Him. The words uttered were for Adam’s understanding, and Adam understood the evening and
the morning to be a day of 24 hours. To return to our subject. Death No. 2, this death is applicable to all
who remain in a state of ignorance as a result of being sold under sin. By the law is the knowledge of sin.
As many as have sinned without law (without knowing the law) shall also perish without law: and as .many
as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law; in the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by
Jesus Christ according to my gospel.” Romans 2:12 & 16. Every man and woman owe their existence to
Jesus Christ’s sacrifice, therefore none can ask the question Why do we die for a sin committed by Adam?,
because the question should never arise.

If Adam received his wages of inflicted death we would never have lived, but since God foresaw who
would redeem Adam the result was different. Therefore everyone owes his very existence to Christ and is
without excuse, and until enlightened by the Word of God to a realisation of God’s purpose in Christ, is in a
state described by Paul in Ephesians 2:13, “But now in Christ ye who sometimes were afar off are made
nigh by the blood of Christ.” And verse 5, “Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together
with Christ,” is confirmation of Paul’s words in Romans 5:6, “For when we were yet without strength, in
due time Christ died for the ungodly.” And in verses 9 & 10 of Ephesians 2 we have confirmation of the
teaching of Paul that a man is legally justified through faith and baptism but is not morally justified unless
he has “fought a good fight, finished the course and kept the faith.” “Not of works lest any man should
boast. We are His workmanship, created in Christ unto good works, which God hath before ordained that
we should walk in them.”

Much of the doctrine propounded by the Nazarene Fellowship has been grossly misunderstood and
consequently misrepresented from time to time up to this very day. As a Christadelphian of the
Temperance Hall section I was of the opinion that where the discussion of Truth was concerned we feared
no one, and were always ready for discussion and debate. Never was I so shocked and disillusioned when



refused permission to discuss the sacrifice of Christ and all things for salvation, from the Word of God with
the whole Ecclesia to which I belonged. My resignation was the obvious result!

DEATH NO. 3

Now we come to the third death, which is the death common to all animal nature in whose nostrils is
the breath of life. When Adam was created he was of the same make up as the beasts of the field, flesh and
blood of corruptible nature - a nature which left to itself returned to dust, as it was not intended to continue
for ever. The words of Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:44 confirms this, “There is a natural body and there is a
spiritual body, and so it is written, the first Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a
quickening spirit. Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterwards
that which is spiritual.” There is no support here for the assumption that the flesh or nature of Adam was
changed after he transgressed. A notable Bible scholar wrote, “Seeing that man had become a transgressor
of Divine Law, there was no need of a ‘miracle’ for the infliction of death - left to himself he would have
returned to the ground from whence he was taken.” But you will notice he mentioned the words “infliction
of death,” he realised therefore, that inflicted death was necessary. It was necessary, then, to do something
to Adam if death were to be inflicted; left to himself Adam needed not to be touched in any way, natural
death from the gradual process of decay would ultimately have overcome him. This would not be inflicted
death and would make “the shedding of blood” insignificant; for the blood-shedding can only be associated
with inflicted death.

When refuting the doctrine of the immortality of the soul some are fond of quoting Genesis 2 which
deals with the creation of Adam, in order to prove such a doctrine false, but how inconsistent they are, for
in Genesis 2 is a description of Adam before he transgressed, and if their changed nature theory is true, we
should not compare ourselves with Adam before he transgressed, or use it to thwart the doctrine of the
immortality of the soul. We must, however, accept the Bible facts that Adam was capable of obedience or
disobedience in the nature of which he was constituted. Adam sinned in this very good nature, but God did
not condemn the nature for the simple reason that it was capable of obedience. God condemned Adam for
transgression of law, and flesh is no more obnoxious to God now than when it was first created; it is the
unlawful acts of men which are obnoxious to God. Jesus came to vindicate the righteousness of God and of
His Law by proving it was possible to please Him in the likeness of the very nature in which Adam sinned.
Dr Thomas expressed words very near to the above (unfortunately, he had different ideas in mind) when he
wrote in Eureka Volume 1 page 106, “Sin had to be condemned in the nature which transgressed.” For this
to be fulfilled it was necessary to possess the same nature as Adam when created. This has never been
fulfilled according to current Christadelphian teaching, yet Dr Thomas considered it had to be fulfilled in
Christ, but again confused the issue, for he thought sin was a fixation of evil in the flesh and the only way
in which it can be condemned is by destroying it. In other words we must all commit suicide. “Sin could
not have been condemned in the body of Jesus if it had not existed there,” says Dr Thomas. But the fact of
the matter is that sin did not exist in the body of Jesus, nor in any one else’s body. It was sin or
transgression of God’s law which was condemned - by a man of the same flesh and blood nature, proving
that obedience was possible, by living a sinless life and then by becoming the offering for sin. Jesus did
what the Law of Moses could not do - set humanity free from the (legal) bondage of sin. If, therefore, the
penalty of sin was “dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou return,” then the death of Jesus had no relation to
the sin of Adam. Firstly, Jesus did not die a natural death, and secondly. He did not return to dust; and,
incidentally, the flesh of Jesus which some presume was obnoxious to God was not destroyed but came
back from the tomb energized by the Spirit of God - incorruptible.

Now let us ask the question, “What is the opposite to natural death?” The answer must obviously be
“Natural life.” We need not go to any other source than Genesis 2:7 for an explanation of natural life, “And
the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and
man became a living soul.” It is evident that food was necessary for the continued existence of Adam and
Eve, and all other animal creation, otherwise they would have died from starvation as they were not
constituted to live without food. This knocks out completely the suppositions and erroneous theory that the
flesh and blood nature of Adam and Eve was changed, for if that were true then the animal creation in
general was also changed, for “man has no pre-eminence above a beast (in nature) “for “as the one dieth, so
dieth the other; yea, they have all one breath,” “all are of the dust and all turn to dust again.” Ecclesiastes
3:19 & 20. Paul, writing to the Romans, in chapter 8, speaks of the natural creation of Adam thus: “For the



creature was made subject to vanity (i.e. corruptible - see verse 21) not willingly (i.e. not by choice) but by
reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope.” Paul is not referring here to beasts, but to man. A
beast does not posses the intellect to hope for deliverance from corruption into the glorious liberty of the
children of God. Paul is also describing how he, and others who had the first fruits of the Spirit, were
eagerly waiting for the redemption (deliverance, is the correct translation) of the body from corruption to
incorruptibility; for redemption was already a thing of the present with the children of God. They could not
be called children of God otherwise.

If God changed Adam’s nature to sinful flesh, why the words in Genesis 6:5 & 6? - “And God saw
that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil continually. And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him
at his heart.” Should God have expected anything better from sinful flesh, defiled nature, condemned
nature, fixation of evil in the flesh, etc., as propounded ‘by sinful-flesh mongers? The Truth is that men in
the days of Noah were capable of keeping God’s ways (example Noah) and because of this His judgements
came upon them after 120 years of warning under the preaching of Noah. Is it any use preaching to people
who have sin in the flesh, this fixation of evil which makes them automatic sinners? “Noah, thee only have
I seen righteous before me in this generation;” yet Noah had the same flesh. What did Noah do by his
righteousness? He condemned the world for its disobedience and sin. Jesus, in like manner, by His
righteousness condemned sin. He showed that it was possible to be obedient to the commandments and in
this way He vindicated the righteousness of God in inflicting death upon wilful sinners; but He went further
than this in that He suffered the death due to Adam for transgression in Eden. Anyone who disputes this
must believe the alternative - that Adam received the wages of sin for services rendered, when he died
natural; death and returned to dust. Those who hold this belief hold out no further hope for a future life for
Adam, though some may even deny the fact. When Noah condemned sin, it was not in his flesh, it was in
the world outside - the transgressors of God’s law. It was so in the case of Jesus in His contending with the
hypocrisy of the Jewish hierarchy; He condemned their sin by His own obedience and righteousness, and it
was while in flesh He did so.

There is another factor we must not overlook and which is a stumbling block in the path of those who
believe the penalty for Adam’s sin was a return to the ground by a gradual process of disease, decay and
finally death. This important factor is found in the very works which Jesus performed in the name of His
Father “I do always those things which please my Father therefore He loves me.” Was Jesus speaking the
truth? Undoubtedly. But the belief in natural death as the wages of sin by a process of disease and decay
makes Him a liar. Why did Jesus heal the sick, the diseased, the halt, the lame, and the blind? Why did He
raise the dead? Was this not fighting against God? Was He not arresting the course of justice which said,
according to popular belief, the penalty for sin is a gradual process of decay by disease, and a returning to
dust? Was He not also causing those whom He raised to receive double wages? As I said previously,
wages are for services rendered; the person you serve pays you your wages. If you serve sin, then sin pays
your wages, which is death; if you serve righteousness you receive a righteous man’s reward through Jesus
Christ. Nothing can be explained more simply than as Paul puts it in Romans 6, and, mark you, he is
addressing those who are alive from the dead (not in the literal senses but in the legal). What death then
have they risen from? The answer is obvious and simple, “the death which came by sin;” the death which
passed upon all men, and which death Jesus suffered; the Just for the unjust that He might bring us to God.
Those whom Paul was addressing had already died this death in symbol by baptism into Christ and risen to
newness of life (not Adamic life) in Him; Adamic life had been crucified with Him, so that the “body”
belonging to “Sin” (Personified as a Master) might be destroyed. He that is dead is freed from “Sin” even
as a woman, by the death of her husband is freed from the Law which binds her to him while he lives. The
evidence of Scripture points to the fact that man is as God made him in the beginning - capable of dying,
susceptible to pain by reason of the nervous system - capable of hunger and thirst - capable of reproduction,
which, in fact, was required of him upon God’s own instruction.

1 Corinthians 15:40 to 52 is very plain teaching by Paul and no other interpretation can truthfully be
put upon it. Paul speaks only of an animal body and a spiritual body. The animal body being first and
afterwards the spiritual body.

There is no room here for changed nature ideas, and those who hold such are wise beyond what is
written. If Adam was changed then all the animal creation was changed, for you cannot have one without



the other and you cannot hold such a theory without rejecting Jesus Christ and the apostle Paul. “He that
made them in the beginning made them male and female,” “what therefore God hath joined together let not
man put asunder.” Yet some say this was the nature of the transgression, thus making God its author!
“And so it is written, the first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening
spirit.” 1 Corinthians 15:44.

Someone wrote, “The first man Adam was neither mortal nor immortal but in an intermediate state as
per nature; the second Adam became a body of sinful flesh as a result of sinning, this sin running in the
blood thereby giving it the title “Body of sin.” Such an idea is derived from the apostate teaching of
Original Sin and the misinterpretation of Paul’s teaching, and is yet another example of being wise beyond
that which is written.

DEATH NO. 4

Here we are considering the Symbolic Death through Baptism as a result of enlightenment. Adam, by
transgression of the Law, merited inflicted death - in other words he forfeited his natural life (which was in
the blood); he sold himself to Sin, and all in his loins. Paul terms this as being under the Law of sin and
death (and were it not for the merciful providence of God in finding a substitute Adam would have been put
to death, for the Law demanded it), but God foresaw One who could meet the requirements of the Law and
save Adam and all in his loins, from extinction, and give them a hope of eternal life. This One was typified
in the provision of the coats of skins (which necessitated the slaying of an animal). The life blood of the
animal had been poured out instead of Adam’s own blood, and by putting on the covering of skins by faith
he was continually reminded of this fact. This lamb (for I believe this animal was a lamb) foreshadowed
Jesus, who, being begotten of God, obtained life direct from His Father, and, therefore, was not in the loins
of Adam as were all others; and was not consequently sold under The Sin, and so required no redemption
therefrom. The life and flesh of Jesus was no different from that of Adam. Adam’s life came from God,
Christ’s life came from God; the difference was in the legal sense. We, as descendants of Adam, are
begotten in (legal) bondage, being sold under sin and are therefore in need of redemption. Jesus, begotten
of God, was therefore; also First-born, not being in the loins of Adam, and was in the unique position of
redeeming Adam and all in Adam, by remaining sinless, and then laying down His life - giving His life a
ransom for the many. Jesus submitted to the requirements of the Law and this pleased His Father who
highly exalted Him and gave Him a Name above every name. Jesus did not again experience natural
existence, for the law had claimed that (Life in the blood), but the law could not claim anything else. Jesus
had not served Sin, therefore Sin had no claim; Jesus had served God, and God gave Him eternal life in an
incorruptible body - with the same character and mind which He had when crucified. Jesus received no
wages from Sin, for He never belonged to Sin, neither served Sin to expect Sin’s wages.

It can be Scripturally shown that Adam did die in the day he ate of the tree, but not in the physical
sense, but by associating himself with the death of the animal in acknowledgement of his transgression and
worthiness of death - he died by the Law and he died in symbol, and he was reconciled to God, though not
restored to his former position and status. This position and status were given, with additional glory, to
Jesus who is styled the beginning of a new creation. Adam can therefore be expected to take his place
among the redeemed at the appointed time.

Redemption through Christ must take first place. The promises to Abraham, yea, all things, are
valueless without it. Indeed Paul gave the promises second place in his preaching because he recognised
the importance of putting first things first. Let us hear Paul on the matter: 1 Corinthians 15:3, “For I
delivered to you among the chief things, what else I received, that Christ died on behalf of our sins
according to the scriptures, and that he was buried; and that he was raised the third day, according to the
scriptures.” 1 Corinthians 2:2, “For I determined not to know anything among you save Jesus Christ and
him crucified.” 1 emphasise, those who are truly enlightened realise the importance of believing and
understanding the sacrifice of Christ first and foremost to an understanding of God’s scheme of redemption
and salvation. It is the lack of understanding the meaning of Christ’s sacrifice which has forced religious
leaders into making silly statements in regard to salvation through the death and resurrection of Christ; for
example, “Christ died and rose again that He might open the way by which we might be saved from death -
that to be saved from death is to be raised from the grave and given eternal life.” Silly, because the writer



thinks this death is natural death - the death common to all animal creation, including man. The correct
means of saving anyone from death is to prevent that person from dying, death being the cessation of life.

The idea is usually expressed that Jesus prayed that He might be saved out of death or from the grave
by being raised therefrom, but this is far from being correct. Hebrews 5:7 is quoted to bolster up this idea
but is misrepresented and misinterpreted. Jesus prayed to Him who was able to save Him from death
(inflicted death), and I emphasise “Him who was able.” This does not infer that His Father Who was able
to save Him from crucifixion did save Him from death, but this does not rule out the fact expressed by the
writer to the Hebrews that God was able to do it. Read the words of Jesus on the same matter in Matthew
26:53-54. “Thinkest thou that I cannot pray to the Father, and He shall presently give me more than twelve
legions of angels? But how then shall the scripture be fulfilled, that thus it must be?” Jesus certainly tasted
death for every man - the death which came by sin - not natural death; for He did not taste natural death.
To pray with strong crying and tears to be saved from the death state in the grave is to infer that the
individual is continually conscious of agony and torment while in the grave, thereby contradicting
Ecclesiastes 9:4 & 5. Such a construction is as foolish as going to bed and praying to God with strong
crying and tears to be saved out of an 8 hour sleep. Everyone knows how welcome 8 hours or more of
sleep is to a person who has toiled all day. No, it was the prospect of an agonising death, impaled upon the
cross in the burning heat of a Syrian sun which caused Jesus to pray “If it be possible Father, let this cup
pass from me.” He was heard in that He feared, but the cup was not taken from Him, but nevertheless He
was strengthened by the ministration of Angels. And we also are assured of the same measure of strength
in proportion to our needs for there is nothing commanded us to do that we are unable to do if we pray as
Jesus prayed. If it were otherwise, as sin-in-the-flesh believers affirm, then why exhort one another to do
things they believe they are incapable of doing? Such theories make mockery of God and of His Word.
Paul did not write or utter the words so often expressed by some people - “In the flesh there dwelleth no
good thing.” These words cannot be found in Scripture. What Paul did say was “I know that in me, that is,
in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing.” (Romans 7:18). From the context we see he was speaking of himself
as an unregenerated Jew, under the Law, and he regarded this position as “in the flesh.” He was not
referring to the physical flesh at all but that state of mind in which both legally and morally a person is
alienated from God. How otherwise can we understand him when he says of himself and others of like
faith “Ye are not in the flesh” - “We have crucified the flesh with its affections and lusts.” - “So then they
that are in the flesh cannot please God.” Surely we must discriminate, or, as we are exhorted, rightly divide
the word of truth. The symbolic death, burial and resurrection is expressed beautifully and accurately by
Paul when he says “If any man be in Christ he is a new creature, old things are passed away; behold, all
things are become new.” “For I, through the law am dead to the law that I might live unto God - I am
crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in
the flesh I live by faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” Galatians 2:20. “For
ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.” Colossians 3:1-3. In other words “Passed from death
to life.” That is, the death which came by sin, which was judicial and which Jesus tasted for every man.
There are deaths which Jesus certainly did not taste for any man - natural death, and what is styled, .the
second death. Adam brought the first death, by sin, but he did not suffer it for God was merciful and found
a substitute - His Own Son. Those who by enlightenment realised their position of hopelessness under the
Law of sin and death, and consequently took advantage of the redemption through Christ and were
reconciled to God, became His children; His servants, or slaves, and were therefore liable to punishment for
their own individual sins as He judged fit. The Israelites were a redeemed people responsible to God, and
with many of them He was not well pleased and their carcases fell in the wilderness through His judgement
upon them Had they pleased Him they would have entered the land and would still have died the common
death to all men - a death which would have been precious to Him for “Precious in the sight of the Lord is
the death of His Saints.” Yet some maintain there was no difference in the case of the Israelites. Analyse it
and you will find that wilful sin, considered as such by God, committed by responsible, that is, enlightened
people, is punishable by death - the Second Death — from which there is no Atonement. See Hebrews
10:26-30; Hebrews 6:4-8. Notice the words at the end of verse 8, “Whose end is to be burned” and
consider Revelation 21:8, “shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone which is
the second death.” But, “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second
death hath no power.” Revelation 20:6. There are only two resurrections; the one at the coming of Christ
when, as Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15, “The Dead shall be raised incorruptible.” This resurrection is
confined only to those on whom the second death hath no power; it is obvious that none of the unjust are
raised at this time. The Scripture is very clear on this matter of the second death and of the resurrection.



DEATH NO. 5.

The second death is operative at the end of the thousand years reign of Christ, after the second
resurrection when all whom God considers responsible will be raised and judged out of those things which
are written in the books according to their works. But you will notice that another book was also opened
which was the book of life, and it is evident that those whose names were written in the book of life were
not judged out of the other books, for they would, no doubt, have been raised incorruptible - the very fact of
their names being in the book of life signifying they had already been judged faithful during their life time.
Once the second death is operative upon a person (in the legal sense) there is no deliverance from it, the
name is blotted out of the book of life; a very serious thought, is it not? “He that overcometh, the same
shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but will confess
his name before my Father, and before His angels.” Revelation 3:5. “And with other my fellow labourers,
whose names are in the book of life.” Philippians 4:3. Christ came to atone for the sin which caused the
first death, not the second death. He was made a little lower than the angels for this express purpose, that
He, by the grace of God, should taste the death for every man, the death which came by Adam. Were it not
for the grace of God Adam would have died a judicial death there and then, but God foresaw a multitude of
redeemed who would reciprocate His Glory and rejoice in the work of His hands, and through His Mercy
and Grace provide a healer of the breach - One who would suffer the death due to Adam and still retain His
title to life through His position and obedience. Eternal death was not the penalty; death is the complete
cessation of life. We know that if Adam had suffered the penalty he would have perished for eternity
because he was a sinner, but Jesus did not substitute Adam’s character, He was a substitute for Adam in the
sense of forfeiting His natural existence by the shedding of His blood; it was life that was forfeited and it
was life in the blood which Jesus gave. It is impossible to sacrifice character; if Jesus had come from the
tomb without His character what use would He have been as an High Priest? Yet some would entertain the
view that the lamb sacrificed under the Law, which had to be without spot and blemish, was typical of the
spotless character of Christ. Yet the character of Christ was not sacrificed, which to fulfil this foolish idea,
would be a necessity, as the lamb was sacrificed in the physical sense only, having no moral character. The
lamb typified Jesus in the legal sense - free from the condemnation His life having been derived direct
from God and not through Adam by the will of the flesh; and, like the lamb, without any moral sin (there is
no physical sin), bearing the sin of the individual by dying in the stead thereof.

This is a subject which has been dealt with time and again in various literature of the Nazarene
Fellowship and here I must stress the fact that we do not carry substitution as far as saying that Christ’s
righteous character was substitutionary although it was of great importance to the act, for a sinner could not
free a sinner seeing that his own life was become forfeit by that sin.

To summarise here are the five deaths which I have tried to explain as scripturally and simply as
possible.

1. Legal, or Judicial Death. That is, the death which came by Adam’s sin: atoned for through Christ.

2. Dead in Trespasses and Sins - through ignorance. That is, sold under sin. “Because we thus judge,
that One died for all, then were all dead (or died). 2 Corinthians 5:14.

3. Natural Death - to which Adam and all creation were subject apart from Divine intervention. See 1
Corinthians 15.

4. Symbolic Death - through baptism upon enlightenment of the fact of redemption (released for a
ransom) from under the Law of Sin and Death. That is, Sold under sin (Sin’s Bondservants) and the hope
of life in and through Christ.

5. The Second Death - operative on all responsible (as God judges) whose names are not in the book
of life but experienced at a specific time. See Revelation 20 and 21 verse 8.

Please note: The second death can be the first death experienced by an individual who nevertheless is
worthy of it, which proves that the penalty for wilful sin is inflicted death. This does not alter the fact that



it is the second death, for it takes its order of merit from the first death of its kind which was judicial or
inflicted death, typical though it may have been in Eden yet actual in the case; of Christ for by Adam came
the death which Christ suffered which in effect was the first judicial death. Operative firstly yes, upon the
animal as a type and symbolically upon Adam through his acknowledgement of what was due to him, but
the true pointer was to Christ - God’s provision.

“And they cast him out... And Jesus said, For judgement I am come into this world, that they which
see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind.” John 9:34 & 39.

Brother Phil Parry.

AN OUTLINE OF THE ANCIENT GOSPEL

In Twenty-seven Questions and Answers; with Proof Texts in Full.

1. What is the meaning of Gospel? Answer. Good Tidings.
Proof. “The Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings.” Isaiah 61:1 “The Lord hath anointed me
to preach the gospel.” Luke 4:18.

2. What is the meaning of The Gospel? Answer. The word ‘the’ points out some particular Gospel, viz.,
that which the Apostles preached.

Proof. “But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel than that which we have
preached unto you.” Galatians 1:8.

3. Why call it the Ancient Gospel? Answer. Because it was “ancient” even in the days of the Apostles.
Proof. ‘“And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached
before the gospel unto Abraham.” Galatians 3:8.

4. What is the Gospel about? Answer. It consists of “the things concerning the Kingdom of God, and the
name of Jesus Christ.”

Proof. “And when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the
name of Jesus Christ.” Acts 8:12.

5. And what is “the Kingdom of God”‘? Answer. It is a Kingdom to be established on the earth by
God.

Proof. “And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom.” Daniel 2:44.
“And there was given him (Messiah) a kingdom that all people, nations, and languages, should serve Him.”
Daniel 7:1 “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.” Luke 11:2. “And we shall
reign on the earth.” Revelation 5:10.

6. Who is to be the King? Answer. Jesus the Christ.

Proof. “Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.” Psalm 2:6. “All kings shall fall down
before him; all nations shall serve him.” Psalm 72:11. “The kingdoms of this world are become the
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.” Revelation 11:15.

7. By what other name is the “Kingdom of God” known? Answer. It is known in Scripture by the
name of “the Kingdom of Israel.”

Proof. “Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?” Acts 1:6. “Blessed be the
kingdom of our father David, that cometh in the name of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest.” Mark 11:10.
“Ye also (the apostles) shall sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” Matthew 19:28.

8. Does the establishment of “the Kingdom of God” require the return of the Jews?  Answer.
Certainly it does.



Proof. “Where is he that is born King of the Jews?” Matthew 2:2. “Bethlehem Ephratah, out of -
thee shall he come forth unto me to be ruler in Israel Micah 5:2. “And the Lord God shall give unto him the
throne of his father (David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever.” Luke 1:32 “What shall the
receiving of them (Israel) be, but life from the dead?” Romans 11:15.

9. “The Kingdom of God” then will consist of Israel and all other nations ruled by Jesus Christ?
Answer. It will.

Proof. “Rejoice, ye Gentiles with his people. And again. Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles, and laud
him, all ye people. And he shall rise to reign over the Gentiles; and in him shall the Gentiles trust.”
Romans 15:10-1;15.

10. What is to be understood by the phrase “the Name of Jesus Christ”? Answer. The meaning of the
name Jesus Christ is Anointed Saviour. The things of the Name may be briefly expressed in the two great
facts of the Gospel - the Death and Resurrection of Christ.

Proof. “Thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins.” Matthew 1:21.
“Thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed (Christed)”. Acts 4:27.

11. Who was Jesus Christ? Answer. The only begotten Son of God.
Proof. “For that which is begotten (see margin) in her is of the Holy Spirit.” Matthew 1:20.

12. Was this Only Begotten Son stained with sin? Answer. By no means.
Proof. “Who is holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners.” Hebrews 7:26. “In him is no
sin.” 1 John 3:5.

13. How does He save His people from their sins? Answer. By becoming a voluntary sacrifice for
them; their sins being first “laid on him.”

Proof. “He is the propitiation for our sins.” 1 John 2:2. “So Christ was once offered to bear the sins
of many.” Hebrews 9:28.

14. Does this complete the saving? Answer. No. Resurrection to eternal life must follow.

Proof. “All which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day.”
John 6:39. “If the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised. Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ
are perished.” 1 Corinthians 15:16, 18.

15. What sins were “laid on” Christ? Answer. All the sins that had been, or would be committed;
except that sin which is unpardonable.

Proof. “Not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” 1 John 2:2 “There is a sin unto
death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.” 1 John 5:16.

16. What is sin? Answer. “Sin is the transgression of law,” either in action or intention.
Proof. “For sin is the transgression of the law.” 1 John 3:4. “Whosoever looketh on a woman to lust
after her, hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.” Matthew 5:28.

17. How did sin enter the world? Answer. “By one man,” Adam.
Proof. “By one man sin entered into the world.” Romans 5:12.

18. What follows sin? Answer. Death.
Proof. “And death by sin.” Romans 5:12. “The wages of sin is death,” Romans 6:23

19. And what is death? Answer. Death is the return of the body to dust, and the destruction of
consciousness.

Proof. “Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” Genesis 3:19. “The dead know not anything.”
Ecclesiastes 9:5. “In that very day his thoughts perish.” Psalm 146:4.

20. Did Jesus overcome death? Answer. He did.
Proof. “Who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and incorruptibility I to light.” 2 Timothy
1.-10.



21. In what manner did Jesus “abolish .death.”? Answer. By avoiding all sin/- by pouring out His
blood as an offering for the sins of others; by rising on the third day and being changed to incorruptible,
living, substance.

Proof. “Who did no sin.” 1 Peter 2:22. “He hath poured out his soul unto death.” Isaiah 53:12. “He
rose again the third day.” 1 Corinthians 15:4. “I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive
for evermore.” Revelation 1:18.

22. What then is the life promised in the Gospel? Answer. It is the same as that now enjoyed by
Jesus Christ Himself, namely, an immortal bodily existence.

Proof. “We shall be like him.” 1 John 3:2. “Who shall change our vile body, that it may be
fashioned like unto his glorious body.” Philippians 3:21,

23. And what is the “inheritance”? Answer. The earth on which we now live.
Proof. “The meek shall inherit the earth.” Psalm 37:2. Matthew 5:5.

24. What is required of us in order that we may obtain these things? Answer. We must understand
and believe them; and then be baptized into the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins that are past.

Proof. “When they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God and the
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.” Acts 8:12. “Be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins.” Acts 2:38.

25. Does obedience terminate with baptism? Answer. No. It only begins. We are required to
observe all the ordinances of the Lord.
Proof. “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.” Matthew 28:20.

26. To what ordinances do you refer? Answer. 1) The ordinance of assembling together on the first
day of the week. 2) The eating of bread and the drinking of wine in remembrance of Christ’s death and
resurrection. 3) The singing of psalms or hymns. 4) The: offering up of prayer and thanksgiving. 5)
Mutual exhortation. 6) The remembering of the poor.

Proof. 1) “The first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread.” Acts 20:7. 2)
“This cup is the new testament in my blood; this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.” 1
Corinthians 11:25 3) “And when they had sung an hymn,” or psalm. Matthew 26:30. 4) I exhort that
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men.” 1 Timothy 2:1. 5)
Exhorting one another.”

Hebrews 10:25. 6) “Touching the ministering to the saints.” 2 Corinthians 9:1. “Every man according
as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give.” 2 Corinthians 9:7.

27. While thus living what is the Christian’s chief expectation? Answer - The appearing of the Lord
Jesus Christ to set up the universal kingdom over which He will appoint him a portion.

Proof. “To serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven.” 1 Thessalonians
1:9,10. “Who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing, and his kingdom.” 2 Timothy 4:1.
“Joint heirs with Christ.” Romans 8:17. “Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of
the Father.” Matthew 13:43.

“Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence
of His glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and

power/ both now and ever. Amen.” Jude 24,25.

Edward Turney. 1876.



